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CHAPTER ONE

Object, Scope and Definitions

Object

Article 1 

The object of this law is to determine the principles and procedures on using the title of “optician”, practicing opticianry, establishment and operation of opticianry organizations in order to maintain health care of individuals and society.

Scope
Article 2

Scope of the law is the people who possess the competence of practicing opticianry, as well as the managers and owners of opticianry organizations and their operations. 

Definitions

Article 3

In this law:
Ministry stands for Ministry of Health;

Optician stands for a person graduated from an institution of higher education providing vocational training for at least bachelor’s degree on opticianry;

Opticianry License stands for the certificate stating competency of practicing opticianry, which is granted by the Ministry of Health;

Opticianry Organization License stands for the certificate granted by the highest authority of health of the city, concerning establishment of an opticianry organization;

Managing Director stands for the person who is responsible for the practice of opticianry at an opticianry organization.
CHAPTER TWO

Practicing of Opticianry

People possessing the optical profession

Article 4

In order to practice opticianry by selling focused spectacle lenses and eyeglasses, fitting spectacles, as well as selling any kind of prescripted lenses, a graduation from an institution of higher education giving at least bachelor’s degree is required.
To have the title of optician and to practice opticianry on the basis of diplomas obtained by educational institutes abroad, it is required that such diplomas and related education are confirmed by authorities due to their equality with the professional education mentioned in Chapter One.

Physicians
Article 5

Medical doctors specialized on ophthalmology may establish an opticianry organization and practice opticianry. However, they may not continue their work as a medical doctor during this practice of opticianry.

Opticianry Applications
Article 6

Opticians are solely allowed to sell protective eyeglasses, sunglasses, focused spectacles due to refractive powers written on prescriptions obtained from ophthalmology specialized doctors, as well as any kind of lenses, optical vision instruments and eyeglass frames. 
Opticians are forbidden to sell, give or advise focused spectacles without a prescription and to perform any kind of vision and eye tests and examinations including those equipments performing computer aided tests such as autorefractometer and keratometer.
Opticians are allowed to use all necessary instruments to measure, control and fix eyeglass lenses and spectacles, the refraction numbers of which are written on the prescriptions, in order to fit them to the people’s eyes in a best possible way.
Opticians may not practice any other profession and may not allow usage of their premises as a doctor’s office during their practice of opticianry.

Any kind of application of contact lenses within the opticianry organization is forbidden.

CHAPTER THREE

Principles and Procedures on Opticianry Organizations
Opticianry Organization
Article 7

An opticianry organization can be established and managed by real persons and special legal entities.
Those intending to establish and manage an opticianry organization should obtain an Opticianry Organization License from the highest authority of health of the city of residence.

Managing Director
Article 8

Those who have established an opticianry organization are obliged to keep a managing director having the title of a Licensed Optician at their premises.

One Opticianry Organization License is only valid for one single organization.

Those as like as aforementioned in Article 7 are obliged to obtain a separate Opticianry Organization License and to keep a separate managing director for every single Opticianry Organization they intend to establish. 

The Managing Director may perform his duty at only one single organization.

Presence in the premises 
Article 9

Presence of the optician at his premises is essential. 
Opticians and doctors of Ophthalmology may not perform their profession at the same premises or at two separate premises which are connected to each other from inside, even if they have separate tax liabilities. It is also forbidden to establish an opticianry organization within the scope or building of health institutions.
Exceptions

Article 10

During managing an opticianry organization and practicing opticianry, 
a) Persons who are elected for mayoralty or as a member of the Turkish National Assembly, or called up and enlisted for military service, during performance of their duties;
b) Persons who are sentenced with the conclusion of limited freedom, during the term of their sentence;
c) Persons who are not able to be present at their premises for more than one month because of illness or other difficulties, during these situations;
d) Persons who have been put under restraint, during the term of restraint, depending on demand of their executor
are allowed to continue the operations of their organization, by appointing a managing director having the title of a Licensed Optician, provided that they declare this situation in writing to the authority, which is granting the Opticianry Organization License.
In case of death of the owner of the opticianry organization, his legal inheritors may continue the operations of the organization by appointing a managing director within a time frame of 2 months. 

Title of Optician

Article 11

Those who have established an opticianry organization on the basis of their title of optician may use solely this title. It is forbidden to use another title or to advertise insubstantially.

CHAPTER FOUR

Registration and Inspection
Registration

Article 12

Opticians are obliged to keep a register, the page numbers of which have been certified by the highest authority of health of the site, and also they are obliged to record prescriptions and the names of the owners in this register according to date and number. 
Inspection
Article 13

Opticianry organizations depend on the supervision and inspection of the highest authority of health of the site and of the Ministry.

In order to facilitate the supervision and inspection, opticians are obliged to provide all requested information, the registration license of the organization as well as the register. Date and number of the Opticianry Organization License must have been printed on their invoices. 

CHAPTER FIVE

Penalties

Article 14

Those, who practice opticianry or declare themselves as an optician without having the title in reality, will have to pay 30 billion Turkish Liras administrative monetary penalty and their organization will be closed.

Article 15

Those, who disobey the rules mentioned in Article 11, will have to pay 15 billion Turkish Liras administrative monetary penalty. 

Opticians who disobey the rules mentioned in Article 6 are will have to pay 5 billion Turkish Liras administrative monetary penalty, and will be forbidden to practice opticianry for 3 months.

Opticians proved to have disobeyed the rules stated in the second paragraph of Article 7, and the first paragraph of Article 9 by two succeeding inspections, and opticians who disobey the rules mentioned in the second paragraph of Article 9, as well as those, who disobey the statements given in the Articles 8, 10, 12 and 13, will have to pay 5 billion Turkish Liras administrative monetary penalty. 

In the case of repetition of the disobedience to the Articles 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of this law, the mentioned fines will increase two times.
The owner of the opticianry organization shall be continuously responsible for the administrative monetary penalties.

The highest civil authority of the site determines the administrative monetary penalties. Decisions regarding the determination of administrative monetary penalties are announced to the concerned organizations in accordance with the effective notification laws. A suit can be brought against these penalties at the competent administrative courts, in 7 days from the date of delivery at the latest. If there is no necessity, the trials are concluded in the shortest time possible by examining the related documents. Administrative monetary penalties determined according to this Law are collected due to the rules of Law on Collecting Procedure of Public Claims, dated July 21, 1953 and numbered 6183.

CHAPTER SIX

Temporary and Final Rules

Article 16

Principles and procedures on the necessary provisions to establish an opticianry organization and on the required conditions an organization should met, declarations and advertisements that opticians are obliged to perform, as well as the registers they have to keep and other cases are organized by regulations of the Ministry, which will be published in six months after the date of effectiveness of this Law. 
Article 17

Effectiveness of the Law on Opticianry and Opticians numbered 3958 and dated December 30, 1940 is terminated.

Temporary Article 1
Those who possess Opticianry License according to the rules of Law on Opticianry and Opticians numbered 3958 and dated December 30, 1940 and according to Temporary 
Article 3 of this Law have the right to practice opticianry by having the title of “spectacles maker” and they carry the same responsibilities with the opticians. However, they may not use the title of optician.

Temporary Article 2
Acquired rights to practice opticianry, pharmaceutics and horology at the same premises are reserved. These rights shall remain in case of premises change.
Temporary Article 3
From the date of November 21, 1993 to the date of the effectiveness of this Law, those who can certify their graduation from at least high-school and their practice of opticianry for at least four years at an opticianry organization licensed by the Ministry, by providing a premium payment extract obtained from Social Security Institutions and who became successful at the end of a six-month course and final exam, shall be entitled to have an Opticianry License. The mentioned course and final examination shall be held once, and the related expenses shall be covered by the participants. Principles and procedures on the course, on the examination, on their expenses and other situations are organized by regulations published by the Ministry. 
Article 18

This Law becomes effective at the date of publication.
Article 19

The rules included in this Law are carried out by the Council of Ministers.

